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Fight ing m odern day slavery



?I was told I had to leave home to go and live with my 
uncle. I was placed at the back of a motorbike, I didn?t 
even know the drive. I thought it was a strong wind 
causing my tears 
but I think I was 
actually crying 
because I was being 
taken away from 
my family,? she 
said.

The 
seven-year-old 
Perenyi had no idea 
she was on her way 
to a religious shrine 
to pay for her 
uncle?s adultery.

?I didn?t even 
understand the 
language,? Perenyi 
said. ?They took away my clothes and wrapped me in a 
purple cloth, they even took away my name. Each day I 
was working from 5 am? ..I was sent to fetch water? ..I 
had to carry a heavy bucket on my head, it was hard 
physical work for a child. I swept the compound and 
worked long hours on the farm. I was not allowed to play 

or go to school, I was in total 
isolation.? She was now a wife 
of the gods, ?a Trokosi.?

Life at the shrine was 
brutal, lonely and physically 
and emotionally draining. 
There were women in their 60s 
and 70s who were brought to 
the shrine as children. For 
Perenyi and a few other young 

girls, a Ghanaian charity organization would be their 
savior. International Needs Ghana, a non-profit Christian 
organization focused on transforming communities 

Brigitte Sossou Perenyi  was born in 
Togo. She shares her story about 
being trafficked at 7-years-old 

By: NICK OGUTU

President Abraham Lincoln 
Emancipation Proclamation in 
January 1863 ended slavery in the 
US. Or so we thought! Research has 
shown us that slavery never ended, it 
instead became covert. Human 
trafficking, 
one of the 
largest 
enslavement 
methods of 
the 21st 
century, is a 
massive 
industry 
fueled by the 
unending thirst for free or cheap 
labor. Due to misogyny, patriarchy 
and overall oppressive practices 
toward women, they have become 
the biggest victim of trafficking. 
Brigitte Sossou Perenyi is one of 
those women.

Safari Yangu team met Perenyi in 
April 2016 at the Amnesty 
International Annual General 
Meeting and Human Rights 
Conference in Miami Florida. She had 
just graduated with a master?s 
degree at the University of 
Roehampton from London. She was 
on a journey to share her story to 
inspire others and create awareness 
about a practice that almost ended 
her life.

Trokosi -
 age-old pract ice of  

sending gir ls t o 
shr ines as slaves t o 

serve pr iest s and 
prot ect  t heir  fam ily 

f rom  t he gods' anger
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The U.S. Just ice 
Depar t m ent  

est im at es t hat  
14,500?17,500 

people are 
t raf f icked int o t he 

count ry every year . 
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through religion, was organized an action plan 
in the Volta region in Ghana to free the women 
who were being held captive. 

She explained how Mr. Kenneth Perenyi, who 
later became her adoptive father, had to travel 
from Florida, USA to Ghana to negotiate her 
release. Her story has been shared on ?CBS 60 
minutes? by journalist Christiane Amanpour.

Mr. Perenyi flew to Ghana, to bring her back to 
Florida to attend school. Perenyi later attended 
colleges both in the US and UK. In 2010, with 
the help of International Needs Ghana, she was 
able to trace her village in Togo and 
reconnected with her birth family - who had no 
idea of her whereabouts.

?I was still thinking about my family,? Perenyi 
said. ?It was in my heart and in my mind, I never 
stopped thinking about them.?

?I hadn?t seen my mother since I was seven 
years old. I found out that I even had a litt le 
brother whom I had never met? it was almost 
like a dream.?

For close to five years now, Perenyi has spoken 
in several conferences and participated in panel 
discussions in schools, colleges, universities in 
the US, UK and many countries in Africa, 
creating awareness on this form of slavery that 
continues to rob young girls their futures.

Currently putting her inspiring message into 
action, Perenyi works as an Associate Producer 
with Refined Creative, a production company, 
with the purpose of creating and raising 
awareness of international development and 
innovation through storytelling. She wants to 
fulfill her dream of empowering others to share 
their stories too       39
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Upcoming  Events
JANUARY-
1/21: At H ar lem  Ar t isans M arket. M LK Day and 
the Im m igrat ion debate. In  col laborat ion with 
Im ageNation USA.

FEBRUARY- 
2/23: Black  H istor y M onth at H ar lem  Ar t isans 
M arket,NY. In  col laborat ion with Im ageNation 
USA.

In Albany, NY Im m igrants Stor ytel l ing Forum  In 
col laborat ion with Black  Im m igrants Associat ion 
of Albany

JUNE - 
06: H um an Rights Sum m it at the UN, New York . 
In  col laborat ion with Youth For  H um an Rights 
In ternat ional

In  1974, In ternat ional  Needs was 
founded with the vision to 
tr ansform  l ives and change 
com m unit ies by helping 
Chr ist ians serve both God and 
neighbor  with in  their  own 
countr ies.


